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Presidents Corner

Before| start on the club, by now I'm surethat you've all heard
that I’ ve recently had bypass surgery. No heart attack, | was
fortunate enough to heed the warning signs. So surgery and
recovery aregoing very well. 1'mlooking forward to being my
old self again doing 1000 foot divesin caveswith fivemile
penetrations. Well—how about 90 foot dives and 500 foot
penetrations. Most of all | was very humbled and appreciative of
all of your concerns and support after word got out. That’swhy |
think so much of UDNH. It'sagreat club with even greater
people. Again my many tanks for your concerns and support.

Now, fromthePresident’scorner—

With another year of great diving, wonderful memories of club
gatherings and outings behind us, | am looking forward to
serving the club in the new year. With agreat board of officers|
feel we can do a pretty good job of coordinating some great
diving activities and interesting and fun socia events. These
things cannot be done by the board alone. It takes participation
fromal active club members. THAT'SYOU!!

Remember thisisyour club too. Just think of the endless
possibilities we can accomplish working together for a great year
of diving and fun. One of my personal objectivesisto finalize
plans and a set adate for the navigation dive at Nubble Light in
late spring. Thedry runlast fall was partialy successful —minus
Some minor compass error in setting up — my goof! But fear not
the plan is a good one and should be good training for all
experiencelevels.

Asfar asmeetings go, | plan to start them precisely at 7:15 so we
can expedite businessin atimely manner. Onevery important
part of our club activitiesispool timeatthe YMCA. Thisisa
very costly part of club expenses and | cannot stress enough the
importance of taking advantage of the pool. It'sagreat and safe
way to check out new gear or dive techniques, plus exercise.

So herewe go, year 2001. We are going to have agreat time!
Sincerdly,

Tom Tremblay

President , United Diversof New Hampshire

g

New England Dive-knits

great gift idea

sleeve lettering makes it perfect for
clubs and dive shop personnel

Susan Thuillier (603) 487-3001

e-mail diveknits @aol.com or visit
my websight for more info

http:/members.aol.com/diveknits
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Editorial contributionsmay bee-mailedto
Diveknits@aol.com

Submissions can also be sent on paper or PC floppy to:
Gary Thuillier

PO Box 372
New Boston, NH 03070-0372

Pleaseinclude a brief byline and author contact information
with your submission. Submission shall automatically
constitute an expressed warranty by the contributor that
thematerial isoriginal andisin noway an infringement on
the rights of others. While no compensation is paid for
published submissions, a byline indicating the source of an
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United Divers of New Hampshirefirst print rightsto the
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website: http://www.udnh.org, graciously hosted by Jake &
LindaRichter.



‘Nubble Light’ revisited

by Gary Thuillier

Once again UDNH divers converge upon the famous York, Maine
landmark to take part in the annual lighting of the lighthouse. Since 1987,
the Saturday after Thanksgiving has marked the beginning of the holiday
season whereas the brilliant lights outlining the structures of the Cape
Neddick light station are turned on for the winter months to come. Last
year (1999), dive club member Barbara Wenzel came up with theideato
light atree with cyalume sticks and submerge it. While this undoubtly had a
tremendous affect on the spirits of the marine life that night, it also seemed
to please the crowd of more than a thousand spectators waiting for the
lighting ceremony to take place. With this we vowed to repeat the dive for
the years to come.

Thistime Kerry Hurd, Mike Small and myself brought the tree down early
in the day in an attempt to surprise the unsuspecting onlookers of the
evenings event. We rigged the tree to an innertube which was to float it up
from the bottom ( I'll have to get the bugs out of that system for next year)
and tied over two dozen lightsticks to it’s branches. A huge debt of
gratitude goes to Mr. Frank Conery of MSC Industrial Supply herein
Manchester for the donation of cyalume sticks.

After securing it to the bottom the three of us made use of the fairly good
diving conditions and did alittle underwater sight seeing, besides

continued ...

it was warmer down there than on the surface.
To those who were watching us bring the tree into the water we tried to
create theillusion that the plan was to float it in the middle of the small
cove and unfortunately we failed. Later that evening | found myself having
to explain exactly what we were planning to the police officer in charge. Of
course he thought we were ‘nuts’ but had no problem with our plans. His
main concern was that the crowd didn’t get too close to the edge of the
rocks.
Night falls on the now crowded Sohier Park as 10 divers (including
Barbara and Jim Wenzel who came up from their new homein Florida, go
figure) suit up and enter the 43 degree water. Visibility was still pretty
good except for the area around the tree which got fairly stirred up while
we surrounded it snapping the chemical lights. It was my planto do a
somewhat simple choreographed lightshow but now, unable to see the
(continued on next page)
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Bennett Dive Travel
S Specialists

ﬁ Consider for a moment, a tropical dive vacation.

& 100300 foot visibility

®  Water temperatures topping 85¢

#  Diving schedules including 3-6 dives each day

®  Live-Aboard llury dive yachts
There are thousands of dive vacation destinations for you to choose from. But
ﬁ no ohe in New England has the resources that we do to help you pick just the
right one.

We customize every dive vacation that we book for our customers, We work
with you to plan every detail. And, we negotiate the best pricing on your be-
% half to stay within your travel budget,

With over 16 years of planning dive vacations for groups and
individuals, we know what works and we know what to avoid.

ﬁ Call us for yonr next dive vacation. Youw'll be glad that you did. %

M - Doug Bennett, President %

Bennett Dive Travel Specialists
A Division of Craine Travel Services, Inc. - Since 1962
27 Bemis Road
Fitchburg, Massachusetts 01420
978-342-8684 - 1-800-937-0708

X
Email: divetravel@excelonline.com
A S ACHCK A ACK A e H K

26 2 2 226 %

SCUBA PRO VIKING
ATLANTIC AQUASPORT
PROFESSIONAL DIVING EQUIPMENT
522 SA\GAMORE ROAD, RYE, NH 03870
DON STEVENS
603-436-4443
INSTRUCTIONS RENTALS
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whole group due to bad vis, we just kinda played it by ear. | hear it
looked pretty neat anyway and when we finally got the tree to the
surface, like the year before, we recieved awarm round of applause from
the crowd. | was told there was even a $20 bet between two crowd
control officers about the presence of a Christimas tree at the bottom.
Too bad for the doubter!

After we got our tree out of the water and pryed the frozen gear off our
backs the park was treated to a visit by Santariding in on the York Fire
Dept. ladder truck. As before our tree was planted up in the bucket of
the fire truck. Some day we'll ask where it ends its journey but thiswe
do know, it started as a seedling at our good friend Don Stevenstree
farm. Asif he hasn't already done enough for the United Divers, he was
very quick to donate atree to our cause (‘ cause’ we didn’'t have one!),
Thanks so much Don.

Shortly after this the countdown began ...3.2.1..000ch! Lightson! What
asight.

Along with the nearly dozen diversin the water was the additional shore
support. | want to thank all those involved who braved the bitter cold
including Brandy, the one non-UDNH diver who heard about our crazy
scheme and felt she too had to be a part of it.

Not to rush through another Summer but I’ m really looking forward to
doing thisagainin 2001. | think I’ ve got the floating tree thing figured
out this time.

Tank winner
Rob Sczupac

“Tanks to
Don Stevens’

Annual Banquet

We ended the 2000 dive club season with our usual banquet which
washeld again at “ The Yard” in Manchester. With LindaHurd
pulling some strings to procure a video system for the event we
were treated to a big screen showing of “The Best Of...” by Bob
and Rose Gamache. Thiswasawonderfully enjoyable compilation
of underwater footage from the many liveaboard trips these two
have made. Thank You both very much. Though | found the food
to be abit of aletdown this year, the rest of the evening went well
with avariety of goodies available for raffle prizes donated by
members. Special thanksto Susie Thuillier for al the'fishy’ prizes
and for making the centerpieces that adorned each table. Thanks
alsoto GaylaHughgill for her donation of miscellaneousitemslike
the shower radios (we won the Seahorse shaped one) and other
neat things. Also donated was a plaque of prehistoric fossils by
Jean Stefanik ( be sureto read her articlein thisissue) and a
regulator given back to the club by Karen Marion. Thanks ladies!
The big item on the table was a steel tank donated by Don Stevens
of Atlantic Aquasport in Rye. We owe you Don!

Recently the first board meeting of the year was held between new
and old officers and one of the issues was to get ideas from the
membership on anew location for our next banquet inthe Fall. Be
thinking about this now so that when the time draws near we'll
have some good choices to look into.

Specializing in Car Frames
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

TRANSHMISSION SPECIALIST INC.
Joe Mann
(603) 598-4416 f

75 W. Hollis St.
Mashua, NH 03060

Badgers Idland, Kittery, ME

2 Divelocationsper trip to Isles of Shoals. Call for
departure time and reservations

Cadll for 1999/2000 Schedule

Phone (207) 439-5068 \
FAX (207) 439-7484
E-mail SEAFARI@AOL.com
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Shark Tooth Diving

text and photos by Jean Stefanik

WEell, itwasagood effort, which didn’t work... thistime!
Columbus Day weekend presented a great opportunity to try
my luck at fossil huntingin Venice, Florida, after afantastic
week last May. Fall canbewonderful divingin Floridawith
warm water and not so scortching heat, if the hurricanes can
beavoided. Threeweeksbefore, ahurricane had actually
comethru, and excited predictions thought that the fossil-
bearing bottom would have shifted enough to reveal new
treasures, if only thevisibililty would clear.

In May weweretold the vis could be anywhere from 25 feet
to “braille’ diving conditions, and were treated to “as good as
it gets’ for several dives. Treasuresincluded many
Carcharadon megal odon teeth, the remains of 40 ft. plus
ancestors of great white sharks. Littering the bottom were
manatee/dugong bones and whale bones, and close
inspection revealed several extinct shark species, somewhale
and mastondon teeth, and even the spines of extinct searays.
What afind - in only 28 feet of water! 1’d been anxiousto
return.

photo by Jean Stefanik

The sea conditions on Saturday were breezy, but everyone
onthe“Hammerhead” was optimistic. Captain Steve

indicated there was poor visibility during the week, but a
storm was scheduled for Sunday, if any diving wasto
happen this weekend, it would be today, because conditions
were deteriorating. There was a swift current heading south
perpendicular to the shoreamileaway, with 2-3ftrollers
rocking the boat as soon as we anchored and were broadside
to the waves. Vison the surface was 3-4 ft... we decided to
giveitatry. To Captain Steve Thacker’scredit, he reminded
usall that we would try, if viswastoo bad, hewould refund
all of our money or rebook - safety first. | had prepped my
Nikonos V, hoping to take some underwater shots... and
waited until the others were ready.

+ THE

Therewas ateam of 3 divers, another couple, and me. In
May | found that in 28 feet of water, staying with a buddy
wasagoal if viswas OK, but Steve suggested everyone
have aflag, becausein low vis, getting separated from a
buddy was ailmost inevitable. So | figured I’d just hang out

continued on next page...

US D vers

SeaQuest
Avon Dy Quits

Portsmouth Scuba

-A Shop Run by Diversfor Divers-
915 Sagamore Ave. (Next to Sagamore Creek Bridge)
Portmouth, NH 03801
603 436-4887

Charters
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with the couple, but be prepared for solo with my own
flag. When | jumped in and began unwinding my flag, |
chose not to take the camera - vis was quite poor - 3 feet
maybe. Asl descended | wasn’t aggressively swimming
against the current and | wanted to go down feetfirst
because of earsand low vis. My buddy team was nowhere
to be seen. | decided to go down, check out the vis on the
bottom (ever the optimist) and decide for myself.

About 15 feet down, the vis became far worse - pea
soup. | had to bring my guage to my mask to read it, and
disorientation was confusing, | wasn't even sure how
deep | was without the guage - al the visual clueswere
missing. | descended and as my feet hit the bottom, it
was evenworse. | put my right hand out arm’s length,
couldn’t seeit, brought it to my mask, and finally saw my
fingers as they touched the mask. There were shadows,
quite big shadows of light and dark, in various directions.
Panic was a fleeting thought - | really don't to this day
know what made them, except | had the feeling something
else was there - and appeared to be moving - light and dark
shadowsin differing directions. | decided | had enough of
the experience, so slowly began ascending.

It was at that point | was aware of the current | had been
ignoring and realized it wasripping. Asl surfaced, the
boat was WAY over there, up current. | adjusted theairin

my BC to not drag too much and began swimming... facein
thewater and swimming and swimming. When | looked up,

| was abit closer, but not too much. So | kept swimming, and
swimming, and swimming whilethe otherswere getting back
ontheboat. Then| realized thefloat ball and line was about
50ft to my left, and afew more minutes of swimming got me
toit. | wasvery happy to be towed the final 30 feet back to
the transom, and then was extra careful to not loseafinin
the process of dodging the ladder as the boat bounced with
the swells.

Ohwell, | gaveitashot. What would | have done
differently another time? Probably not much, except | might
have not left my knife onshore. | did realizethat had | been
tangled in a crabpot or something, | probably should have
had it withme. | didn’t think | needed it because of my
diving in May, but looking back, | should have hadit. | had
awhistle, and though not needed, was reassuring to have it.

So, | did take sometopside shotswith my digital camera...
afew areaccompanying thisarticle. Maybenexttime...
anyone interested in giving it ashot ? No guarantees on
weather and vis, but the treasure is definitely worth the
hunt!

(continued on next page)

Classes

Open Water L 136 East Hollis St.
CETeL Sca:ﬁ’a Nashua, NH 03060

Next Class Starts

Mar. 29, May 8 Instruction, Sales, Service, Air Fills

(3 week course)

Manchester Classes H ENDERSON

Available..... Cal for

details 0,) OC E A N| C Tues., Thurs., Fri: 12-9pm,

Advanoed O%
Open Water ‘%‘& A M RO N
May 5, Jun 2 1,
% &
> %
NITROX ’?29) )
o

Rescue

Divemaster

TBA - Call OM S

No Buddy? Don’t Know the Sites?
Join us twice each month on our store-sponsored dives,
with 1/2-price rentals available!!

(DRYSUITS)
oy Covss ", ZEAGLE
SHERWOOD
O.TS.

Rich Bacon

(603) 881-5511

Hours: Mon, Wed: 12-7,

Sat: 10am-6pm, Sun: Closed

Nitrox Fills- Partial Pressuresto 80%

O, Cleaning

e-mail to: oceanscba@aol.com
Check out our website at:
wWww.oceanscuba.com
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(continued from previous page)
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A Bioball for construction of an artificial reef - displayed at a
marina. Inthe same shopping plazaisare-created jaw of one
of the megaladons... impressive

Reservations are in place for another attempt at the

fossil hunting for the last week in February... will keep
you posted!

#. 1S40
B

W ell maybe not that dramatic but we have secured the
entireM/V Caribbean Explorer for theweek of July 7-14

2001. Theboat will leavefrom St. Marteen for aweek of
liveaboard diving and idand hopping in Saba, Statiaand
St Kitts.

Wewant to fill the boat with UDNH members and friends. Capacity
is16 divers (at thistime there are 2 openings) and if we can
accomplish this a discount comes our way. Even without an
incentive, the total cost of thetrip is around $2000.00, not abad deal
for air, lodging, diving (5 per day) plusfood, drinks & lodging. With
an itenerary including optional shore excursionsthisliveaboard is
also hilled as one of the best for non-diving companions.

(see www.caribexplorer.com)
Contact Bob Gamache @(603)669-0580 or

LH 'lluh..._r
ATy e
m  LTER[IFED

ESTASBLISHED 1957
COMPLETE DRIVELINE SERVICE & REPAIR
ALL MAKES CARS, TRUCKS & RV'S - RETAIL, WHOLESALE, FLEET & MUNICIPAL
“3 Generations Of Service Since 1957!”

Nationwide Warranty - “
625-6438

Home of NH's Only Transmission Dynamometer”

v
Fl
1 [ ]
OUTSIDE MANCHESTER TOLL FREE 1800 562-8229247 1 II E E
SOUTH WILLOW ST. CORNER OF ALPHEUS ST. MANCHESTER
—
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|t’salmost

that time of
year again!

BOSTON
The47th Annual

| nter national Clinic

March 3& 4, 2001

Film Festival,Seminars Exhibits and more

Boston’s Copley Plaza Hotel

For moreinformation call (617) 424-9899
or vigit thier website at www.searovers.org

Also coming in March

D e THe Wt

Annual Dive Club Party

FINE CUSTOM CABINETRY * FURNITURE

THE CUSTOM MILLWORK
BELLOWS CARPENTRY
NG
- 004 Woodlewn Ov

Shop/Fax: 625-8558 Manchester, NH 03103
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Club Meetings

Meetings are held the first and third Mondays of each
month, January through November. We encourage potential
members to attend a meeting or two to experience our club
before joining. The meetings are held at theY MCA on 30
Mechanic St. (off of Elm Street) in Manchester. The
meetings start at 7:00 PM. Each meeting consists of a short
business portion followed by a variety of presentations and
discussions. Immediately following the club has an hour of
pool time for swimming, trying out gear, and the occasional
game of pool volleyball or underwater hockey. Members
and guests often meet afterwards at alocal restaurant for
food and drink.

ExtremeWeather

Meetings will be held if the YMCA is open. You can call
them at 603-623-3558. Check close to the meeting time as
the front desk often has no advance warning of early
closures.

Member ship

Annual dues for membership for 2000 in the United Divers
of New Hampshire are $30/individual or $45/family. Dues

are not prorated for memberswho join later in the year. To

join, please contact Don Eva at 603-672-5608

GetintheSwim

After every meeting, theYMCA pool is open to our dive
club for an hour of fun and fitness.

Don't wait for the ice to thaw before trying out that new
equipment, the poal is the perfect place. Check out the club
calendar for specia presentations in the pool like dive knife
use or trying out adry suit. So bring asuit and atowel to
every meeting and get into the swim.

United Diver sof New Hampshire
Contact Information - 2000

President Tom Tremblay 603-625-8459
Vice President LindaHurd 603-672-8325
Treasurer Jm Mayo 603-895-4090
Secretary Don Eva 603-672-5608

Dive Coordinator Bob Gamache



Meeting schedule: (winter hours)7:00-8:45pm - meeting &
presentation , 8:45-9:30- pool time, 9:30-9:45- Hot Tub!

Meetings and Events

January 15, 2001 Meeting“Martin Luther King Day”

YES TheYMCA will beopen.

Meet the new board, open discussion on the upcoming year.
Don't forget your bathing suits and any new Xmas stuff to try out
inthe pool. Also remember it’stimeto pay our dues.

February 5, 2001 M eeting
February 19, 2001 Meeting

March, 2001 Annual Catch the Wave Party. Contact Don Eva
at (603)672-5608 or dpeva@aol.com

March 3& 4, 2001 Boston Sea Rovers

Did you get anew jacket or shirt for Christmas
that isjust begging for aclub logo on the back?
Let’s get together another batch of clothing for
the embroidery shop. We did this last year and
the cost was very reasonable because of the
group volume. If anyoneisinterested we'll bring
it up at the meeting on January 15.

TIME TO GET YOUR DUES IN

Equipment Mart

Members looking to buy, sell, or trade equipment
may advertise here for free. Send submissionsto:
Gary Thuillier, PO Box 372, New Boston,NH
03070 e-mail: diveknits@aol.com

Divecomputer: OrcaEdge- Contact LeaNichols@
603-487-3001

Dive Computer: OrcaMarathon- excellent condition w/ new
battery. $100. Contact Mike Griffin @ 603-673-9250.

Dacor Extreme First and second stage (first year model),
spg, digital depth/timer $225.00 and Oceanic DataM ax
Proair integrated computer $300.00

call Gary@ (603) 487-3001

Viking “underwear” hood, $10.00

Henderson men’'s Farmer John wet suit size M/L
$125.00/ wet suit hood - large, $10.00/ wet suit
boots, size 9-10, $15.00/ Dacor BCD w/ power
inflator sizelarge askinf $45.00/ TUSA Liberator
women'sfins, pink, size Small asking $25.00
Contact Willis Corson @ 668-5829

WEEKEND TIDES

The following abbreviated tide tables are for High
Tides only, based on Portsmouth Harbor. This guide is
a quick reference only and should not be used for
dives requiring exact times for slack tide. More
detailed information is available at maineharbors.com.

SATURDAY SUNDAY

January

13 2:.01PM 14 3:00PM
20 8:33AM 21 9:22 AM
27 1:08 PM 28 1.44PM
February

3 6:09 AM 4 7:10AM
10 12:51PM 1 1:145PM
17 7.05AM 18 8:.04 AM
24 12:10PM 25 12:43PM

Weather

Current marine weather for New England can be
accessed on the world wide web at NWS.FSU.EDU/
BUQY/
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United Divers of New Hampshire
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Manchester, NH 03108-4176
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Dive Ldg isthe bi-monthly newsletter of the
United Diversof New Hampshire, an organization
dedicated to educating divers and expanding the
knowledge of diving in the State of New Hampshire
and New England

IN thisissue:

NubbleLight
Shark Tooth Hunting




