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Underwater Film Festival
by Lea Nichols

On Thursday, April 27th, several UDNH members
comprising the group New England Under Water are
going to be presenting an under water film festival. The
presentation will start at 7:00pm at the  Dana Center at
St. Anselms College, Manchester.

Among the presentations are Mirage and Thai Kaleido-
scope, as well as New England Under Water's portrayal
of New England via six short stories, including: The
shipwreck of the Chester Polling near Gloucester,
Masschusetts; Swimming in an ice covered water fall
in the White Mountains of New Hamsphire; Diving
under the ice on lakes in NH; Playing with seals in
Acadia National Park, Maine; and Colorful, intricately
shaped marine life.

All presentations are entertaining artistic interpretations
of the marine environment and their terrestrial setting.
Three slide projectors and synchronized sound tracks
are used to create flowing transitions between images.

Mirage tells a story about Egypt and diving in the Red
Sea. The program starts out in Cairo in the City of the
Dead and visits the Great Pyramids in Giza. Then you
fly over the Sinai Peninsula near where Moses is said
to have been given the ten commandments. You then
venture by boat to the Straights of Tiran and dive into
the clear waters of the Red Sea to recover an ancient
urn. The show exits Egypt through the Valley of the
Kings.

Thai Kaleidoscope shows Thailand as the multi-
cultural land it is, filled with friendly people worship-
ping a variety of spiritual beliefs.  A person's head is
the most revered part of their anatomy. Dirty feet are
the lowliest part. It is impolite to point ones feet
directly at another person. Thai culture pays tribute to a
variety of spirits they share the land with. One house
spirit lives under the threshold of the door to each
house and temple. It is very impolite to step on the
threshold as this is to step on the most revered part of

the spirits anatomy with the ones feet. Public buildings
open to tourists often have the threshold covered with
Plexiglas to prevent this occurrence. Many of the
people are striving to obtain the possessions of Western
culture, while the balance wants to remain rooted in the
past.

Thai Kaleidoscope is seven short stories about Thai-
land and its people staring in Ayutthaya, the ancient
capital.  The former beauty and grandeur of this city
was constructed by 33 kings over a period of 400 years.
Founded around 1350 it was one of the richest cities in
Asia by 1600. It was burned and looted by the Burmese
in 1767. The remaining ruins hint at the former splen-
dor of the many temples (wats).  The Ramiyana
dancers tell a story of ancient Kings and the Monkey
God using highly stylized movements.

The Damnern Saduak Floating Market is located on a
canal (klong), west of Bangkok. Here blue shirted
ladies paddle their sampans loaded with vegetables,
hats and other wares. Soup, omelets and sweet rice can
be had for lunch. The klong serves as a highway for the
village with many families living in houses perched on
its banks. You are treated to orchids and other multi-
colored tropical plants as you make our way through
the market and surrounding village.

Next, you depart on the MV Fantasea from the island
of Phuket for the coral reefs of the Similan islands and
a pod of false orca whales. Then out into the Indian
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The Newsletter of the United Divers of New Hampshire

Editors: Jake Richter
Linda Richter

Submissions

Editorial contributions may be e-mailed to
jake@panacea.com or FAXed to 603-432-0817. Submis-
sions can also be sent on paper or PC floppy to:

Jake Richter
Editor
Dive Log
194 Winding Pond Road
Londonderry, NH 03053

Please include a brief byline and author contact information
with your submission. Submission shall automatically
constitute an expressed warranty by the contributor that the
material is original and is in no way an infringement on the
rights of others. While no compensation is paid for pub-
lished submissions, a byline indicating the source of an
article will always be provided. Authors grant Dive Log and
United Divers of New Hampshire first print rights to the
submission. Dive Log and its editors reserve the right to edit
all materials as needed. The opinions stated in the articles
in Dive Log are those of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect the opinions of the United Divers of New Hampshire
or the editors of the Dive Log. For further information,
please contact Jake Richter at 603-432-0234.

Membership

Annual dues for membership for 1995 in the United Divers
of New Hampshire are $25/individual or $35/family. Dues
are not prorated for members who join later in the year. To
join, please contact Phil Morrison, 603-529-4361.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions to Dive Log are included in the UDNH
membership fees. Non-members may subscribe to the
newsletter for $15/year. Subscription inquiries should be
addressed to Phil Morrison, 603-529-4361.

Advertising

Rates for a full year placement range from $75 to $200,
depending on placement size and location. For detailed
information on advertising in Dive Log, contact Wayne
Russell, 603-669-7124.
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Ocean and Burma Banks to swim with sharks and other
pelagic (constantly swimming) fish. Then to Richelou
Rock to experience a whale shark and cuttle fish.

Then you journey to Canchanpura for a ride on the
Death Railway over the River Kwai.  This railway was
built by forced labor for the Japanese to bring war
materials into Thailand from Burma.  The cost is said
to be one life per railway tie.  Up North to Chiang Mai
with its colorful clad residents.  The story moves to the
Bangkok Saturday Market and finishes in Wat Po and
the Grand Palace...

All this and more will be shown at the Film Festival.
The cost is free. For more information contact Wayne
Russell at 603-669-7124 or Lea Nichols at 603-487-
2726,

Captain Bill's Corner
by Captain Bill Wagner

Welcome to Captain Bill’s Corner, a new, regular
column in which I will update you on the off shore
diving scene here in New England. You will get tem-
perature reports from very cold to not bad and visibility
reports from yuck to wow!!! This will be where you
can get the information needed to plan that next Isle of
Shoals dive extravaganza. Alas, at this time no off
shore boat dives are taking place and therefore no
information is available, except that the weather, wind
and water temperature is cold, but soon it'll be a
different story...

Last year was an excellent year for diving off-shore
(using boats). Visibility remained very good right
through June and then became slightly cloudy during
July and August. Seals were ever-present at Duck
Island and many divers had a chance to interact with
them. Marine life was at every dive, waiting for that

836 W. HOLLIS ST.
NASHUA, NH 03062

RONNIE MANN
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snap shot to go off and placed in an album. Flounder
were abundant and Striped Bass seemed to show up
every now and then.

We had several trips to the Empire Knight with artifacts
for those that chose them [see article later in this issue
about the Empire Knight] and plenty of marine animals
for those camera shots. Video cameras showed them-
selves once in a while and I suspect that more divers
will be taking up videography as time goes on. The
Chester Polling was visited many times during the year
and as always, it was just great. Finally, the Isle of
Shoals always presented excellent dive sites throughout
the dive season and had spectacular views of the
islands.

That is all for now!  Get your dive gear in order as soon
as possible and let's get ready for another season. As
always, remember to keep on diving!

when it should have been to starboard.  Somehow the
storm and possibly a compass error had worked the
vessel inshore. A northward course change and reduc-
tion in speed were ordered in an attempt to make open
water. However, it was too late. At 2:33PM, the Empire
Knight grounded hard on Boone Island Ledge, resisting
all attempts by the crew to free her.

S.O.S. messages were dispatched and received all
along the Maine coast.  As the “mountainous seas”
alternately lifted and dropped the stricken freighter’s
stern, the bow held fast to the ledge’s rocky embrace.
Responding Coast Guard and Navy vessels could do
nothing to facilitate a rescue.  A night of ferocious seas
was all the Empire Knight could take.  Shortly after
8:20AM, following an attempt to abandon ship (which
ended in the swamping of one lifeboat), the freighter
was seen to buckle then break 115 feet from the bow.

The stern drifted free and was swallowed by the storm,
spilling men and cargo into the storm tossed seas.
Rescue vessels moved in as close as they dared and
wetsuited frogmen were dispatched, for life expectancy
in the frigid waters was only a few minutes. It was
believed the stern sank soon after breaking away, as no
trace was found after an intensive search.  Eventually
storms broke down the stranded bow. Including the
Captain, 24 seamen were lost.

On February 17th, colors were half masted at the
Portsmouth Naval Shipyard cemetery as 13 British
sailors were buried with full military honors.  March
lst, two more victims were laid to rest.

Launched in April 1942 by William Doxford and Sons
Limited of Sunderland England, the Empire Knight
was 428.8 feet long, 56.5 feet of beam and had a 35.5
foot depth of hold.  With a registered tonnage of 7244,

Wreck of the Empire Knight
by Christopher C. Hugo

February 11, 1944. Gale force winds blowing a bliz-
zard lashed the Maine coast. Enroute from Saint John,
New Brunswick, the 2 year old 7,244 ton British
freighter Empire Knight was bound for India, via New
York City, to pick up a convoy. With a general cargo
including war supplies and a crew of 44, she was
steaming right into a Nor’easter.

Around nine o'clock in the morning, Sequin Island
Light, or possibly “Two Lights” Light Station at Cape
Elizabeth, was spotted, but not confirmed, by those
aboard the Empire Knight and the freighter continued
along her course.  Just after two o'clock in the after-
noon, one mile off Boone Island, the lighted whistle
buoy marking Boone Island Ledge was spotted to port

continued ...
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she was powered by three cylinder, two stroke oil
engines with a net 516 horsepower.

Ministry of Transport records listed the main cargo as:
Military 2400 tons, military vehicles 2300 tons,
ammunition 88 tons, government cargo 3300 tons,
copper ingots 350 tons, locomotives 400 tons, whiskey
5 tons, ammonium sulfate 2000 tons, and a commercial
priority of 1300 tons.  No further information was
given with regards to cargo classified as military,
ammunition, commercial, or government.

A 1960s salvage attempt, appropriately named Empire
Salvage Inc., revealed that part of the cargo of ammuni-
tion consisted of 5 inch anti-aircraft shells, warheads
and separately packed detonators These 3 foot tall brass
shells were brought to the surface where the warheads
were wacked off, BANG, with a ten pound sledge.  The
cordite propellant was cleaned out and dumped on site
as were the warheads. The bottom must have dropped
out of the brass market as the project sank, so to speak.

Today wreckage from the Empire Knight’s bow lies
strewn over the shoreward side of Boone Island Ledge.
Atop the ledge in as little as 20 feet lies the very prow
of the freighters This discernible only from the vessel's
“Navy” style anchor still hanging in its davits.

Boone Island Ledge was also the site of many other
maritime disasters.  Lying next to the Empire Knight’s
20th century anchor chain, a heavily corroded 19th
century chain has been found.  The majority of the
freighters wreckage and cargo can be seen in the 60 ft
region. The vessels loading booms, shattered ventila-
tion ducting and sections of hull are flattened against
the bottom.  Piles of anti-aircraft shell warheads and
cordite propellant lie where dumped by Empire Sal-
vage.

But not all of the vessel's explosive cargo was re-
moved.  Shells can still be seen pinned, if not flattened,
beneath wreckage.  Part of the commercial priority has
been revealed to be grinding stones, and beer bottles
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marked Canada 1944.  Also found are truck and jeep
chassises, leaf springs, batteries, differentials, radiators
and the remains of a locomotives boiler and chassis.
Even a half track has reportedly been found.

The unauthorized removal of artifacts from any ship-
wreck on, embedded in, or under Maine state property
is prohibited. The Maine State Museum, Augusta,
holds title to all submerged cultural resources.  The
removal of material from any state owned resource is a
civil violation punishable by a fine of up to $1000.

UNDERWATER PHOTO-TECH

YOUR COMPLETE UNDER WATER PHOTO CENTER

COME AND SEE OUR SHOWROOM
at

16 Manning Street, Suite 104, Derry, NH 03038
603-432-1997

NEW and USED
CAMERA SYSTEMS IN STOCK
BOOKS AND ACCESSORIES FOR
ALL YOUR U/W PHOTO NEEDS

them. The skill level of the participant and environment
need to be similar to provide an enjoyable experience.
Too simple and the experience is boring. Too compli-
cated and it is terrifying, painful and harmful. A skier
who attempts a trail too steep and perhaps with many
moguls is likely to go out of control and cause damage
to himself and others who happened to get in the way
or have to come to the rescue. This also damages the
reputation of the ski area and those associated with it.

I feel a primary roll of our dive club is to provide the
experience and guidance for growth in our sport.  We
operate in an inherently challenging environment with
few guide posts. A diver with limited experience  is
unable to perceive much of the hidden beauty and the
peril of the underwater world. I sense that the club has
lost sight of or is unaware of the on-going need for
training and guidance in our sport. It is most critical for
the beginning diver, but applies at all levels.

In the past, the Club's Dive Master shouldered some of
this responsibility. Recently the responsibility of the
Dive Master has been reduced to that of social director.
The underlying concept being that every one is respon-
sible for their own actions. In practice this results in
divers taking on unnecessary risk probably resulting in
an unpleasant experience. I’ve seen it happen too many
times.

Usually it doesn’t happen because the persons involved
are reckless, but because they just didn’t know any
better. As part of the human growth process we search
out and adapt to ever more complex situations.  Some-
times we lose sight of the struggle it took to reach our
level of competency. This causes problems when one
member of a dive team is much more experienced than
the other. Husband / wife teams are the most frequent
offenders. Next in line are parent / child teams. We

Sharing
An Opinion Editorial by Lea Nichols

One very important trait of our species is the ability to
learn and adapt to new situations. Our brain is wired to
make learning one of the most rewarding sensations we
can experience. For many the reward is so stimulating
that we crave newer and more difficult experiences to
obtain this stimulation. The challenge can be mental,
physical or both. A finely tuned athlete knows when
they are in the groove or flow as they call it.

A diver with basic certification has the skills to operate
a life support system for adventure in another world.
For a while the challenge of mastering basic SCUBA
skills and the thrill of looking at another world are
adequate to satisfy the need for growth and learning.
Eventually will follow a desire to do some thing more
with his or her skills. If this doesn’t occur then the
person will likely become bored with the activity and
go on to something different like tennis or hang
gliding.

The down-hill skiing industry recognizes the need for
growth and guidance.  Ski trails are labeled according
to the skill necessary to safely and enjoyably traverse

continued ...
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603-436-4443

ATLANTIC AQUASPORT
PROFESSIONAL DIVING EQUIPMENT
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need to learn to recognize that our partner’s comfort
zone is different than our own. We need to take care not
to lure new divers into environments that they are not
qualified to handle. This puts the diver, his dive mates
and the club unnecessarily at risk. This all can be
greatly reduced with some forethought.

Laying this responsibility all on the Dive Master may
not be a solution but we can’t just pretend the need
doesn’t exist. The sport of downhill skiing has the
National Ski Patrol. They keep an eye out for reckless
behavior that is dangerous to the perpetrators and those
in the line of fire. I feel the safety and survival of
United Divers of New Hampshire turns on the ability
of our organization to provide learning and guidance to
members at all skill levels.

While driving through Boston recently I encountered a
relevant slogan something to the effect “ Don’t be
afraid to stand up for your beliefs, but don’t think they
represent the only perspective.”  I am most interested in
discussing the above outside of the club business
meeting. Feel free to call me at home or talk about it
during a regularly scheduled decompression stop after a
meeting. I hope to formulate a plan for submission to
the board before this subject comes up for vote at the
end of the year.

Respectfully, Lea Nichols
[Lea can be reached at 603-487-2726]

atmospheric systems.  Pollution, over- harvesting of
fishery resources, and global environmental changes
like ozone depletion and global winning today are
changing the open ocean ecosystem faster than it can
compensate.  The New England Aquarium’s 1995
Spring Lowell Lecture Series will offer a look at this
vast arena of life so we can understand its importance
to the future of life on our ocean planet.

Talks are Thursday evenings at 7:45 PM in the
Aquarium’s auditorium, except for a Special Earth Day
presentation by Sylvia Earle on Saturday evening,
April 22, also at 7:45 PM.  Each presentation is free
and open to the general public thanks to the support of
the Lowell Institute.  Advance tickets are available by
sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope indicating
the lectures of your choice and the number of tickets
requested. Advance ticket holders will be seated first,
followed by non-ticket holders.  Early reservations are
advised.

Please mail reservation requests to:

Lowell Lectures
New England Aquarium
Central Wharf
Boston, MA 02110-3399

Scheduled Programs:

April 22 (Saturday Evening - 7:45 PM)
Sea Change - A special Earth Day Lecture with Dr.
Sylvia Earle, President of Deep Ocean Exploration and
Research, Author, and New England Aquarium
Honorary Trustee

Everyone uses the ocean.  But who owns it?  And
whose responsibility is it to take care of it?  Every inch
of the sea, from top to bottom, holds precious life that
is being affected by human decisions.  Dr. Earle will

The New England Aquarium's
1995 Spring Lowell Lecture Series:
The Open Ocean
What is it and why we should care?

The open ocean is the largest and most important
ecosystem on Earth.  What happens in the open ocean
has a profound effect on what occurs in terrestrial and
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introduce her new book Sea Change and offer her
thoughts on marine preserves and the recent ratification
of the Low of the Sea Treaty.  A book signing will
follow the lecture.

April 27
Climate and the Oceans: A Key To Understanding The
Future Of The Planet, by James E. Price, Senior
Scientist, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

The moderate climate we experience in coastal New
England and in Europe is due in large part to the way
that the oceans store and transport heat.  Sometimes
the ocean’s heat transport changes, as it does during an
El Nino event, triggering disruptive climate changes
beyond human control.  We may be able to forecast
these climate changes well in advance if we first learn
to monitor and forecast the oceans themselves.

May 11
Shark Populations at Risk: Oceanic Sharks Are
Increasingly Vulnerable To Expanding International
Fisheries, by John Casey, Fishery Biologist, National
Marine Fisheries Service, Narragansett, RI

Results of shark tagging studies by the National
Marine Fisheries Service over the past thirty years
emphasize the critical need for international manage-
ment of blue, mako, and other species of large pelagic
sharks.

June 15
Among Whales: A Journey of Discovery, by Roger
Payne, President, Whale Conservation Institute

Celebrated whale biologist Roger Payne introduces his
most recent book Among Whales.  Among Wholes has
been called a fresh and original work of biology and is
a journey of discovery about the problems faced by
whales and humans together.

WRECK DIVING SPORT FISHING

NIGHT DIVING COD FISHING
942-8563 Days 463-9028 Nights

M/V ROCKETSHIP

Bill Wagner
145 Griffin Road

Deerfield, NH
USCG# 675776

CAPTAIN BILL'S CHARTERS
"Fishing and Diving at its Best"

Creature Feature
by Philip Morrison

Red-gilled Nudibranch - Coryphella sp.

Regardless of the activities they do, most divers will
tell you that the main reason for diving is to experience
the wondrous diversity of aquatic life.  And you don’t
have to go to warm tropical waters to experience a
tremendous diversity.  New England waters are rich
with sea life of a myriad different forms.  If you are
one of those who receives satisfaction from merely
observing marine life, do you have one (or more) that
are your favorites?  If I had to select a favorite marine
creature it would almost certainly be the nudibranchs.

What exactly are nudibranchs?  Well, essentially, they
are sea slugs.  I know what you’re thinking: “slugs are
your favorites?” Don’t get these creatures confused
with your normal terrestrial slugs though.  These
creatures are considered by many to rank among the
most spectacular and beautiful mollusks.

Just like the terrestrial slugs, nudibranchs are Gastro-
pods and are closely related to the snails.  Unlike the
snails, however, they do not have a shell.  What makes
them distinctive is that most possess cerata (protrusions
which function as gills and the digestive tract) of
varying sizes and shapes covering the dorsal body
surface.  These are usually brilliantly colored and
commonly are red, yellow, orange, blue, or green, or
some combination of colors.

The group of creatures called nudibranchs cover several
genera. Several of these can be found in New England.
The most common nudibranch found in New England
waters appears to be the Red-gilled nudibranch
(Coryphella sp.).  It also happens that it is one of the
most colorful as well.  There are actually several

continued ...
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730 MAMMOTH ROAD  MANCHESTER, NH 03102
603-627-2536

species that share the name of Red-gilled nudibranch.

So just what do these creatures look like?  For one
thing, they are very small.  Red-gilled nudibranchs
generally only reach a size of about 1 3/16" in length.
The red-gilled nudibranch comes in a variety of colors.
The body can vary from translucent to opaque-white or
yellowish-white.  The most distinguishing feature,
however, is the mane of cerata which are varying
shades of red and are ringed or tipped with white.

Red-gilled nudibranchs can be found on a variety of
habitats, from seaweed to rocks.  They are frequently
found near hydroids, their principal prey.  One interest-
ing fact about these creatures is that they can appar-
ently acquire the stinging cells of the hydroids they
consume and use them for their own defense.

The key to locating these fascinating creatures is to
think small and move very slowly!  Remember, they
are very small so it is easy to overlook them.  From my
personal experience, they are most often found on
vertical rock faces.  Pay particular attention to rock
faces where there is an abundance of hydroids. How-
ever, they can also be found riding the fronds of
seaweed as they sway in the current.  In addition to
being small, they are also frequently solitary.  Occa-
sionally you will see several individuals sharing the
same rock face.  However, in my experience, congrega-
tions of more than 4 to 6 individuals appear to be rare.
Therefore, you have to be pretty observant to locate
one or two individuals on a large rock face.

Another means of locating these creatures is to find
their egg masses.  Red-gilled nudibranchs lay a charac-
teristic spiral egg mass. These look like spider webs
adhering to the rock faces and can usually be seen more

Photo provided courtesy of Andrew Martinez, via his book, Marine Life of the
North Atlantic, available for $29.95 plus $4.00 S&H from N.A. Marine Life,
P.O. Box 335, Wenham, MA 01984.

readily than the nudibranch itself.  If you do locate one,
look closely.  You will frequently find an adult in the
vicinity.  Later in the season, you may also see several
juveniles.

Don’t forget, though, that red-gilled nudibranchs are
not the only species of nudibranchs found in our area.
There are several other species that occur from Canada
to Massachusetts.  And they are just as fascinating to
observe as these.  So next time you go diving, keep
your eyes open and you may just see what, in my
opinion, are some of the most beautiful and fascinating
animals inhabiting New England waters.
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MANCHESTER, NH
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NH's TRANSMISSION SERVICE CENTER

RUSSELL AUTO INC.
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

WAYNE RUSSELL

Dive Equipment Mart
For Sale:

• Men’s Dacor XP Camilian Vest, Size M/L
• Dacor XP Regulator with Octopus
• Wenoka Sea Style Lazer Blade dive knife
All items 5 years old, used only a dozen times or
so, not used at all for last 2 years. for $450 or BRO.
Also available separately for the right price. Offered
by Brian Hall at 508-251-2799.

The Equipment Mart is a service offered by Dive Log to the members of the
United Divers of New Hampshire dive club. If you have any equipment you
are interested in selling, or are looking for any particular piece of dive
related equipment, please drop the editors a note. Their contact information
can be located on Page 2. Note that only personal articles will be offered, as
commercial advertising and sales are handled separately via vendor
advertisements. Dive Log makes no warranties or representations as to the
suitability or state of any equipment offered via the Equipment Mart, as
ascertaining those conditions is the responsibility of the purchaser of such
goods.

1986 / 21' Dixie Bluefin
w/175 HP Johnson O.B.

Cuddy sleeps two, Radio, Depth & Fish
Finder, Compass, new Battery, Calkins
Trailer, walk-around Bow, Rod Holders,
Fish & Bait Wells, Anchor, 2 large
Coolers that serve as seats, Bikini Top,
Swim Platforms, Winter Cover, Low
Hours, well maintained.

Excellent Condition. Only $11,000
Call (603) 487-2100 for
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GARY CARBONNEAU
UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY COMMERCIAL CONSTRUCTION

Box 273
Windham, NH 03807

603-893-6957

NUBBLE LIGHT
by Dave Ayotte

Located at the end of Cape Neddick in York Maine, lies
a small island known to fishermen as the “Nubble” and
on it stands Nubble Light House. Built in 1879 Nubble
light has stood guard over York harbor for over a
century. The picturesque beauty of the lighthouse
standing on its rocky perch with waves crashing around
it, has made Nubble one of the most photographed
lighthouses in the country. There is something else that
draws attention to Nubble Light; SCUBA divers!
Nubble light is probably the most popular shore dive in
the Northeast. On any given weekend through the
summer, sight seers from all over, come, not only to
view the lighthouse, but to watch the divers. Fascinated
by what they see, many divers have been drawn to
SCUBA by simply having watched others enjoying
their dive at the Nubble. With depths ranging from 20'
near shore to over 80' on the seaward side of the island,
Nubble offers a wide variety of diving for all experi-
ence levels. Entering on the north side will reveal a
vertical wall dropping off to 25' decorated with frill
anemone, starfish, and sea urchins. Along with several
small residents, it offers a colorful view of New
England aquatic life. As you swim further out towards
the center of the cove, depth will increase gradually to
about 40'. Along the bottom you will find rocks that
seem to be alive with anemone, urchins and starfish,
sculpin, sea raven, lumpfish as well as lobsters moving
in and out among the rocks. Swimming to the right
about 30 yards you will come across a sandy bottom,
playground to flounder, skate, moon snails and crabs.
As you swim along the island you will see some rock
formations that create a home for cod, cunner and
pollock along with a wide variety of marine plant life.

Night Diving is another popular activity at the Nubble,
with good shore lighting and the glow of the lighthouse
beacon, night dives are nothing less than spectacular. In
August schools of squid visit the cove at night and for
the patient diver will dance in and out of the light
beam, like playing a game of hide-and-go-seek. Divers
Den frequently offers group night dives to the Nubble
during the summer months.

There are some restrictions to diving Nubble Light.
Divers are required to have a permit from April 1st to
Oct. 31st. The permit is available at the York Police
Dept. at no charge. There is also no diving allowed on
Sundays or Holidays during the permit dates. Nubble
has been a popular dive site for over 40 years and we
hope that it will continue to be for many more years.
So when you dive the Nubble respect the environment,
carry out what you carry in and have fun.

[This article appears courtesy of Diver's Den, and was
first published in Diver's Den's Spring 1995 Seafarer's
Log newsletter.]
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Club Meetings

Meetings are held the first and third Mondays of each
month, except for January, November, and December. We
encourage potential members to attend a meeting or two to
experience our club before joining. The meetings are held
at the YMCA on 30 Mechanic St. in Manchester. The
meetings start at 7:16 PM. Each meeting consists of a short
business portion followed by a variety of presentations and
discussions. Immediately following the club has an hour of
pool time for swimming, trying out gear, and the occasional
game of underwater hockey. Members and guests often
meet afterwards at a local restaurant for food and drink.

Extreme Weather

Meetings will be held if the YMCA is open. You can call
them at 603-623-3558. Check close to the meeting time as
the front desk often has no advance warning of early
closures.

Get in the Swim

After every meeting, the YMCA pool is open to our dive
club for an hour of fun and fitness. Join our lap swimmers
in the great race to swim the most miles! Or dive into a pick
up game of underwater hockey.

Don’t wait for the ice to thaw before trying out that new
equipment, the pool is the perfect place. Check out the club
calendar for special presentations in the pool like dive knife
use or try out a dry suit.

So bring a suit and a towel to every meeting and get into the
swim.

United Divers of New Hampshire
Contact Information - 1995

President Wayne Russell 603-669-7124
Vice President Jim Fredricks 603-668-3978
Treasurer Phil Morrison 603-529-4361
Secretary Don Eva 603-672-5608
Dive Coordinator Jim Davis 603-485-8039

Meetings and Events

April 17 - Meeting
• Dick Kurisko of Divers Den, founder of UDNH, will

present 30 years of diving - some of the gear, gizmos,
and early methods and training.

• Pool time - swim and underwater hockey.

April 27 - Event
• Underwater Slide  Presentation, sponsored by New

England Underwater. 7pm at Dana Hall at St. Anselm's
College, Manchester. Cost: Free. See article in this issue
for more information.

May 1 - Meeting
• Dry suits by Viking. What’s new? How to fit? Try and

buy!
• Pool time - try out the Viking dry suits with professional

guidance!

May 13 - Event
• Dive with a Viking Dry Suit demo day. Try a Viking Dry

suit in the ocean, at 9:30AM at Great Island Common,
Newcastle, New Hampshire. You must RSVP with
Wayne Russell for this event at the May 1st Meeting.

May 15 - Meeting
• Dive Site First Aid presentation by our own EMT, Phil

Morrison. Explore hidden dangers, fixes, field first-aid,
treatment and prevention.

• Pool time - Water safety - rescue and risk management.

June 5 - Meeting
• Ron Watson of the New England Aquarium “Senior

Volunteer Staff” tank diver - 17 plus years diving the
Great Ocean Tank. Come and hear and see what it’s
been like to work every week in a premiere aquarium.

• Pool time - swim and underwater hockey.

June 10 - Event
• Club Dive at Fort Foster in Kittery, Maine. Open to

divers of all experience levels. New divers are welcome
and will be matched with experienced buddies. Enjoy
the day and bring a picnic. 10AM to 4PM.

June 19 - Meeting
• Presentation - To be announced

June 23 - Event
• Club Night Dive at Nubble Light in York, Maine. Join

the club at dusk here for a great area night dive. Open to
divers of all experience levels.

July 17 - Meeting
• Presentation - To be announced.
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Dive Log is the monthly newsletter of
the United Divers of New Hampshire,
an organization dedicated to educating
divers and expanding the knowledge of
diving in the State of New Hampshire
and New England.

In This Month's Issue:

•  Underwater Film Festival
•  Captain Bill's Corner
•  Wreck of the Empire Knight
•  Sharing - An Opionion Editorial
•  The Open Ocean
•  Creature Feature - Red-Gilled Nudibranch
•  Dive Equipment Mart
•  Nubble Light
•  Meetings & Events


