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Blue Whale Tail near Les Escoumins
Photo by Jean Stefanik
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Experience the differences...soon!
by Jean Stefanik
Just imagine...fog enshrouding everything. Mist hangs from every
branch, drips at the slightest touch or breeze, but there is no breeze.
The air is cool but perfectly still. Plans for some are to go diving,
but I’m choosing the whale watch today.
We drove and drove and drove to get here. Starting after work and
driving as long as we could placed us exhausted two hours south of
Quebec City - we rested and then met a Quebec diver for breakfast in
the city, then continued our journey another three hours to Les
Escoumins. It’s a very long drive for a weekend, even a 4 day
weekend. As we were driving, I remember thinking, why do I keep
doing this? Do I forget how long the drive is because a year has
gone by? Is it worth it?
But now I am forgetting all that driving. I look out onto the foggy St.
Lawrence River and all I see is fog. A foghorn bellows periodiacally
and everything is still. The air is clean and crisp. I sign up for the
morning whale watch, but they tell me the captain may not go
because the fog is so thick. We wait and watch the river. By the
shore I can hear whales -probably Minke - but cannot see more than
200 feet. But they are there!
The Captain speaks in French - there are no guarantees. It is safe
enough to go, and he will try by going slowly to where whales were
seen yesterday -he has the coordinates and can navigate in the fog
with his electronics. Anyone who wants to still go can. Most people
leave, but there are about 8 who, like me, are still willing.
The water is flat calm - foggy, and there is brightness overhead - we
choose optimism because it might clear. We don our survival suit
jackets, gloves, and woolen hats provided, and walk down the dock
to the impressive inflatables. (On another trip I remember looking
over the dock and watching naked sea butterflies gracefully gliding
through the water - and I didn’t even have to dive to enjoy them!)
We motor for about 10 minutes, slowly, and then we stop. The
Captain turns the engine off, and we wait quietly. The water is like
glass, fog surrounds us, the sun is trying to break through but can’t
quite - it is magical. Then all of a sudden... pshhhhhhhhh! We all
point in the direction of the blow. The captain very slowly motors in
that direction. Then we see it - a blue whale emerges from the fog
and passes by - disappearing into the fog. We wait. Another blow.
And another. The ocean is alive and we are experiencing the magic
of a multi-sensory - 360 degree experience impossible to reproduce
in any theater. For two hours we continue to alternately motor
slowly, stop, listen, and have our patience and persistence rewarded.
The fog lifted, and I opted for another whale watch. It wasn’t the
same. We saw many more whales - some white belugas came near
the boat - we cannot approach them by law, and don’t, nearly all
operators are honorable. More blue whales, lots of Minke whales.
This whale watch was so different from the morning, I went a third
time (buy two, get one free offer). More whales -different spot on
the river - just as different an experience.
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That night at the Auberge (Diver’s Hotel) we exchanged stories the divers told of colorful vistas underwater, creature common north
of Eastport Maine only, and of chilling water - this is definitely
drysuit territory. The water might hit 45 degrees on a warm day, but
the upwelling thermoclines which make for such lushness
underwater keep the temperature of the deeper water closer to 40
degrees. I’ve tried drysuit diving here, and I wetsuit dive in New
England and elsewhere - it is spectacular but too cold for my
preferences. I respect and admire those who dive here - there is a
sense of safety and collegiality which permeates everything, and
encourage anyone interested to give it a try.
The next morning I again choose the whales. I want to try for closer
shots of blue whales and belugas - trying to enrich my slide show
inventory. We head out - I am recognized by the captain and crew as
a “serious” whale watcher. We exchange stories of whale watching
around the world. I feel at home on the water with the wind in my
face. We come across more minke whales and then a pod of blues.
Spread out over a few miles, we see whales in all directions, some
between us and the shore where the divers are about to go in the
water. They must hear the blows too.
A pair of blues blow almost simultaneously about the length of a
football field away from us, and leisurely go under, but are heading
in our general direction. We wait, engine off. After about 6
minutes people are quiet. I softly comment to the person next to
me, “Wouldn’t it be great if they surfaced near us?” Within a
minute there was an incredibly loud “Whooooooshhhhhhh” about

15 FEET(!!!!) from the raft. Up came the first blue, heading
right for us. We all jumped and squealed with adrenalin
flowing. Then another “Whoooooosh” - the other blue right
next to the first. The two whales went under and on either
side of the raft so close we could see the blue patches of their
mottles skin. They seemed within inches of the bottom of
our hard-hulled inflatable. They kept moving under us - and
kept moving -remember blue whales are the largest mammal
ever to have lived on Earth -bigger even than any dinosaur.
They are usually 80-100 feet long as adults, and we were in a
20 foot inflatable. Awesome is an understatement. No one
got any photos - they were too close. It happened too
quickly, and then they were gone.
Back on shore my friends were carrying gear, talking about
depth, gorgeous anemones, visibility, colorful sponges,
temperature, and “not-so-dry” drysuits, and said to me,
“you’re going again???” I said, “Definitely!!!!” and told
them my story. Just as each dive is different, each whale
watch is an adventure - just showing up is 90% of making the
most of an opportunity.
My sixth 4 hour whale watch in 2 days I thought had to go
pretty far to beat this previous one. But having seen belugas
earlier in the morning, and such variety the day before, I
thought - go for it - I’m here and going home soon.
(continued on next page)

Seafari Charters

Phone (207) 439-5068
FAX (207) 439-7484
E-mail SEAFARI@AOL.com

Badgers Island, Kittery, ME

2 Dive locations per trip to Isles of Shoals. Call for
departure time and reservations

Call for 1998 Schedule

SCUBA PRO

VIKING

ATLANTIC AQUASPORT
PROFESSIONAL DIVING EQUIPMENT
522 SAGAMORE ROAD, RYE, NH 03870

DON STEVENS
603-436-4443
INSTRUCTIONS

RENTALS
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Moving into August

We motored to a likely spot and found some blues, after
passing by some seals and minke whales. We watched them
from a distance, but knew the close encounter would
probably not be repeated. This time the whales surfaced and
almost immediately went down again for 5-8 minutes.
Obviously feeding. They didn’t much care we were in the
middle of observing them. One blue whale surfaced, then
arched his back, and then the fluke (tail) rose gracefully out
of the water and slid back in. The captain nicknamed him
“the Exhibitionist” and said only 1 blue whale in 100 ever
lifts his fluke. We were fortunate to see that. I poised my
400 lens in preparation. He surfaced and dove several times
in an hour, and I did get a few good shots of his fluke.
Did this surpass the previous whale watches? I don’t know I’ve stopped rating them and trying to predict. They were all
different, all part of a bigger whole. All I know, is that by
going 6 times in 2 days, I was exhausted and exhilarated.
Each experience was different, and I likened it to the parable
of the 6 blind men describing the elephant - each knew a part
of what an elephant was, but they lacked the perspective of
the whole. By my going frequently, I am just beginning to
gain a perspective of the whole.
I’ve been whale watching in the Pacific Northwest, Alaska,
Hawaii, the Great Barrier Reef, and Puerto Rico/Dominican
Republic, Canada, Bay of Fundy, and of course New
England. Each has its own wonder, and the North Atlantic
has some of the most accessible and impressive in the world.
Go whale watching. Go often. Do it soon!

We hit the coast of Maine again, this time as guests of our
new members Mike and Darlene Royce. Since Eliot, a town
not far from Nubble Light, is home to the Royces, they
invited the club to dive that favorite spot and spend the night.
Well, that we did!
Saturday a few of us met at the lighthouse and proceeded to
do what divers do so often at this location. We got wet.
Visibility that day was the best I had seen in a long time.
While down, Mike and his wife were lucky enough to find
the resident Torpedo Ray which was featured with a photo in
one of our past newsletters (courtesy Dave Denoncourt ). I’ve
been trying to see him since then, maybe next time. After the
dive we all packed up and followed Mike to their place, a
lovely log home with a pool and hot tub. Not too hard to
handle!! Dinner was almost ready, giving us time to watch
dive videos on giant screen television while chowing down
on the all too many munchies Darlene had put out for us.
Lasagna and chicken topped it off poolside.
Everybody wound down with the Sun and then it was time
for Full Moon night diving back at Nubble. Boy were those
wet-wetsuits cold, made you think twice about going back in
but we did anyway. Everything was crawling around out
there in the open. ( I’m sure the Ray was too but not in my
light zone). Once back at the house there was no way you
could pass up that hot tub. Our accomodations were great and
since Sue and I were celebrating our anniversary we were
given the best room. Frankly after that soak in the hottub they
could have stuck us in the back yard with a tent and I
wouldn’t have noticed the difference. Sunday morning and
it’s breakfast poolside, again so much to eat.
Thank You Darlene!! After making an air run we were off to
Portland for a day at Fort Williams Park, a nice cove in Casco
Bay usually offering some really good diving although
visibility was terrible this day.

MANN'S TRANSMISSION
AND AUTO REPAIR
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

Over 20 Years of Service
RONNIE MANN
(603) 883-9015

by Gary Thuillier

836 W. HOLLIS ST.
NASHUA, NH 03062

Still any dive where everyone makes it back with no
problems is a good dive in my log book. With the end of the
day we turned back to New Hampshire looking forward to
events to come and hoping to see more of you joining in.

Aqua
Ventures
Dive Center
Advanced Open Water
Rescue Diver
Specialty Programs
20 Lowell Road
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Weekly Boat Dives
Air Fill Cards
Equipment Rentals

603-598-5100

Hudson, NH 03051

Divers Invade Hermit Island
by Karen Marion
Twenty-seven members, family and friends invaded Hermit
Island, off the coast of Maine, for a three day weekend of sun, fun
and watersports. One might expect divers to dive on a camping
trip, and we did. But there was as much kayaking, hiking,
sailboarding, barbequeing, canoeing, snorkeling and sailing as
there was diving.

Sunday everyone packed up and some folks moved out.
Others of us met at the boat landing for several hours of
boating, lunch and visiting. We put in my kayak, Lee and
Elsbeth's sail-thingy, and Ron and Jean's Zodiak. We took
turns trying them out. I also got a special treat when some
folks (not with the club) let me try out their hand-crafted
wooden kayak.
All in all a very nice weekend!

Hermit Island is beautiful! After a bit of confusion about sites,
we set up tents and set out to explore the island. The sites we had
were mostly wooded with a view of an inlet, but there are ocean
sites as well. I shared a site with Jean Stefanik and after a drive
round the island to get our bearings we headed to Sailboat Beach
for a relaxing afternoon. Jean walked the trails while I got in my
kayak and paddled around the island. I saw a pair of baby
seagulls as well as cormorants, great blue herons, adult seagulls
and terns. The scenery is lovely there and the wave action made
for an exciting and fun day on the water.
Saturday morning several folks went out to Joe's Point for a dive
while others went back to Sailboat Beach to settle in for the day.
We had a couple of kayaks, a canoe, Lee and Elsbeth's sailthingy, and numerous divers in the water at various times. It was
another fine day! After a dive and a snorkel I spent most of the
remainder of the afternoon kayaking. Don Eva and I paddled
around the point where we saw a mother Eider Duck and her
dozen or so chicks. On the way back Don got to tow Ken in
after his sailboard ran away with him. Meanwhile I paddled over
to watch Ron helping Bob, who'd had the same problem. Those
pesky sailboards!
The diving was good, but not exceptional. Visibility was about
15 feet. I didn't see many fish, but did get to see my first
Lumpfish which was quite cute. I only saw a few lobster, but the
crab population was booming, and there were many sea stars.
Jean saw several small anemones as well.
Kudos to Jean and Tom Trembly and their friend Brenda for
cooking up a fine feast on saturday night. There was lobster,
fish, steak, hot dogs, hamburgs, corn on the cob, potatoes, and
more. It was a fitting end to a fabulous day.

Shawn Matte in one of his few upright moments

US Divers

DACOR

Portsmouth Scuba
Stay tuned for HUGE
NEW STORE @
915 Sagamore Ave
SeaQuest

-A Shop Run by Divers for Divers513 Marcy Street
Portmouth, NH 03801
603 436-4887

Charters

Avon Dry Suits
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Our cooks - Jean , Tom & Brenda

Bob Lacz on Wind Sailer
AKA Sail Thingy

Hermit
Island
ScrapBook
Photos by Lea Nichols

Karen Marion & Joe Mann

ZEAGLE

OCEANIC

WHITES

Instruction, Sales, Service, Air Fills
Rich Bacon
(603) 881-5511

HENDERSON

Open Water & Advanced Open Water, Rescue &
Divemaster Classes Available
Hours: Mon, Wed: 12-7,
Tues., Thurs., Fri: 12-9pm,
Sat: 10am-6pm, Sun: Closed
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136East Hollis St.
Nashua, NH 03060

SHERWOOD

The following tide times are for the weekends in
Sept. & Oct. 1998, based on tables at Boston,
MA. You should figure in approximately 15
minutes later for Portsmouth, NH to Portland,
ME.
When diving midweek add roughly one hour to
each day. *CAUTION* For dives which require
strict adherence to slack times use published tide
tables for that specific area. (times are corrected
for Daylight Savings Time )
Sat Sept. 12
Sun Sept. 13
Sat Sept. 19
Sun Sept. 20
Sat Sept. 26
Sun Sept. 27
Sat Oct.3
Sun Oct.4
Sat Oct 10
Sun Oct.11
Sat Oct.17
Sun Oct. 18
Sat Oct. 24
Sun Oct. 25
Sat Oct. 31
Sun. Nov. 1

L-10:31
L-11:30
H-11:14
H-11:53
L-9:32
L-10:18
H-9:36
H10:25
L-9:13
L-10:09
H-10:05
H-10:46
L-8:18
L-8:00
H-7:13
H- 8:06

H-4:48
H-5:49
L-5:12
L-5:54
H-3:42
H-4:29
L-3:44
L-4:36
H-3:27
H-4:26
L-4:08
L-4:51
H-2:26
H-2:08
L-1:24
L-2:20

Jean Stefanik

NH's TRANSMISSION SERVICE CENTER

RUSSELL AUTO INC.
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC
WAYNE RUSSELL
247 SO. WILLOW ST.
1-800-562-8229

33

Years
In Business!
1965 - 1998

MANCHESTER, NH
603-625-6438
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Do you love to Dive?
2 Mercury Drive
Londonderry, NH 03053-3543
Parallel to Rt. 102
across from the Post Office
Look for red & white Dive Flag!
Club Meetings

603 432-DIVE

Why not share the
Urge to Submerge!
Here at Aquatic Escapes we offer personalized
training with the latest technology in Snorkeling and
Recreational Scuba as well as the best product lines
on the market.
We are pleased to offer:
SCUBAPRO masks, fins, snorkels, tanks,
regulators, BCDs, wetsuits and accessories.
D.U.I. the industry leader in dry suits and accessories
for you to be Immersed in Comfort.
UWATEC featuring the finest in air and nitrox
instrumentation plus the “new” Digital Compass.
SEA & SEA camera rentals and sales
Aeroskin, Seadive, Stahlsac, Underwater Kinetics
and many other quality product offerings along with
a complete line of standard and custom wetsuits, dry
suits and accessories.
We offer a complete line of 1st Quality Equipment
Rentals including Dry Suits, Computers, Cameras
and even a D.P.V.
Special Family Instructional programs with
affordable equipment trade-up options for young
adults!
Would you like more information? Please call or
stop by—we are ready to help you.
Store hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 11
AM to 7 PM
Saturday 7 AM to 6 PM Closed Wednesday and
Sunday.
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Meetings are held the first and third Mondays of each month,
January through November. We encourage potential
members to attend a meeting or two to experience our club
before joining. The meetings are held at the YMCA on 30
Mechanic St. (off of Elm Street) in Manchester. The
meetings start at 7:00 PM. Each meeting consists of a short
business portion followed by a variety of presentations and
discussions. Immediately following the club has an hour of
pool time for swimming, trying out gear, and the occasional
game of underwater hockey. Members and guests often meet
afterwards at a local restaurant for food and drink.
Extreme Weather
Meetings will be held if the YMCA is open. You can call
them at 603-623-3558. Check close to the meeting time as
the front desk often has no advance warning of early
closures.
Membership
Annual dues for membership for 1998 in the United Divers
of New Hampshire are $25/individual or $40/family. Dues
are not prorated for members who join later in the year. To
join, please contact Don Eva at 603-672-5608
Get in the Swim
After every meeting, the YMCA pool is open to our dive
club for an hour of fun and fitness.
Don’t wait for the ice to thaw before trying out that new
equipment, the pool is the perfect place. Check out the club
calendar for special presentations in the pool like dive knife
use or trying out a dry suit. So bring a suit and a towel to
every meeting and get into the swim.
United Divers of New Hampshire
Contact Information - 1998
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Dive Coordinator
Ass’t Dive Coord.

Mike Griffin
Tom Tremblay
Gary Thuillier
Don Eva
Ken Anderson
Ron Mann

603-598-0151
603-625-8459
603-487-3001
603-672-5608
603-622-8224
603-883-9015
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Meetings and Events
September 5-7 (Labor Day Weekend) Newport, RI
dive trip. Contact Jean Stefanik 603-647-1063 for
details.
September 19 National Coastal Cleanup Contact
Gary Thuillier @ 603 -487-3001
September 19 Cape Cod Weekend Contact Gary
Thuillier @ 603 -487-3001
October 24 Seamark98 - New England Aquarium @ 7
PM Contact Tom Tremblay @ 603 625-8459

November 21 Annual UDNH Banquet Contact Tom
Tremblay @ 603 625-8459

TECH TIPS
Tech Tips is a column for
members to share their
knowledge, ideas and/or
inventions. All submissions
welcome.

You just found a great deal on a used scuba tank at a yard sale.
Its out of Hydro and has no VIS stickers on it but it’s full of air.
Do you take it for a dive before having it inspected? I HOPE
NOT!!! We found such a deal, cracked the valve and drained it
then gave it a preliminary inspection. This being a steel 72 it
had about one inch of rust on the bottom.
The point being: Rust as you all know is the process of
oxidation, and that requires the use of Oxygen. So, in order to
get that amount of rust in a tank full of 21% O2 how much
breathable air do you suppose is left? That"s right, ZIP!! Like
anything else in life, if you're not sure of what's in it maybe you
should pass it up.

January 1999 Catch the Wave annual multi-club
party

Gary Thuillier

More Dives & Activities in the works! Contact Ken
Anderson - 603-622-8224 for details.

Equipment Mart
Viking Sport Dry Suit Size 01
Viking Sport Dry Suit Size 02
Both suits little used and in good condition with under garments,
$450 ea. Contact Lea Nichols @ 603 487-2726

Don Eva rescues Gary Thuillier’s canoe while tying himself in knots.
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Bob Lacz ponders the meaning of warm beer

United Divers of New Hampshire
P.O. Box 4176
Manchester, NH 03108-4176
Forward and Address Correction Requested
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